Formation of the Solar System
Illustration Book

1. Collect 4 pieces of paper and layer them 2 cm apart vertically. Keep the left edges aligned.

2. Fold up the bottom edges of the paper to form 7 equal tabs. Crease the fold to hold the tabs.

3. Staple along the fold. 

4. The first page will be your cover. Number and label each tab the following: (See example)

1. The beginning - an explosion!

2. Galaxies form

3. Our galaxy

4. Solar systems form

5. The spinning disk

6. Sun forms

7. Planets form.

5. Copy the description of events for each and create a drawing in each section that depicts what is happening.

6. Complete the worksheet.

EVENTS:

1. 14 billion years ago a tightly packed, very dense, high temperature singularity exploded.

2. All the elements that were bundled up in the ball spread, expanded and grew and over time, the galaxies were formed.

3. In our galaxy only cold, dark gas and dust were spread throughout. 

4. About 5 billion years ago a giant cloud of dust (nebula) in our galaxy collapsed to form the solar system.

5. Over the course of millions of years, gravity began to pull the elements of the nebula together (mostly helium and hydrogen) until clumps formed. The cloud also began to spin with the biggest clump in the center.

6. The pressure caused by gravity caused nuclear reactions setting the core on fire, and the sun was born. 

7. The remaining clumps of gas and dust became planets. Planets closer to the sun lost its gas and became hunks of rock. They are known as terrestrial planets (inner planets) and the other planets became big hunks of gas know as gas giants (outer planets). 

